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of Euzoius and his Arians,1 but of some other church of the Catholics),
refused to abandon his flock, and continued openly to hold sacred assemblies
with prayers and sacrifices. Count Julian commanded him to be appre-
hended and brought before him with his hands bound behind his back,
Julian charged him with having thrown down the statues of the gods, and
built churches, in the foregoing reign, Theodoret owned he had built
churches upon the tombs of martyrs, and retorted upon the count that
after having known the true God he had abandoned his worship. The
count ordered him to be beaten on the soles of his feet, then buffeted on
his face, and afterwards tied to four stakes and stretched with cords and
pulleys by his legs and arms; which was done with such violence that his
body seemed extended to the length of eight feet. The tyrant jeered him
all the time; but the martyr exhorted him to acknowledge the true God
and Jesus Christ, his Son, by whom all things were made. Julian ordered
that he should be tormented on the rack, and when the blood was stream-
ing abundantly from his wounds, said to him, " I perceive you do not
sufficiently feel your torments," The martyr replied, " I do not feel them,
because God is with me.*' Julian caused lighted matches to be applied to
his sides. The saint, whilst his flesh was burning and the fat was melting
in drops, lifted up his eyes to heaven and prayed that God would glorify
his name throughout all ages. At these words the executioners fell on
their faces to the ground. The count himself was at first affrighted, but
recovering himself he bid them again draw near the martyr with their
torches. They excused themselves, saying they saw four angels clothed
in white with Theodoret. Julian, in a rage, ordered them to be thrown
into the water and drowned. Theodoret said to them, " Go before, my
brethren; I will follow by vanquishing the enemy." The count asked
him who that enemy was. " The devil," said the martyr, " for whom you
fight. Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the world, is he who giveth victory."
He then explained how God sent his Word into the world to clothe him-
self with human flesh in the womb of a virgin, and that this God made
man suffered freely, and by his sufferings merited for us salvation. The
count, in the impotence of his rage, threatened to put him instantly to
death. Theodoret declared that was his desire, and said, " You, Julian,
shall die in your bed under the sharpest torments; and your master, who
hopes to vanquish the Persians, shall be himself vanquished; an un-
known hand shall bereave him of life: he shall return no more to the
territories of the Romans," The count dictated a sentence by which he
condemned the martyr to be beheaded, which he underwent with joy in
the year 362.

On the day of the martyrdom of St Theodoret, the count, according
to an order he had received from the emperor, went and seized the

1 Theodoret, lib, in. c. 8 ; Holland, t. iii.; Maij. in Tr. praelim. p. 9, n. 34.